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LANGUAGE POLICY

§ Brookes
y Education Group

A world of self-confident |h(e|ong learners connected and inspired to |'19||o others.

VISION:

MISSION:

Students are suppor’red in a caring environment and given opportunities to learn about themselves
and to take action in areas in which Jr|’1ey are passionate. Our students and teachers come from
diverse bockgrounds and we connect g|obo||y with our other campuses fo learn about the world,
from the world. We inspire and teach students about global issues by connecting ideas and stories
|oco||y. We strive to use our environment as a tool om?o canvas for |eorning and action.

VALUES
Throuah |eoo|ers|’1i|o c|’10||enges and opportunities, we he|p students discover their passion, deve|op

their character, and understand their connection to others and society. We espouse creafivity, build
character and o|eve|op connections to deliver excepﬂono| educational |eorning experiences.

¥ GPS Brookes
y Kochi

TO INSPIRE STUDENTS TO BE LIFELONG LEARNERS, AS COMPETENT,
ADAPTABLE GLOBAL CITIZENS WHO WILL ENRICH AND IMPROVE THE
WORLD.

GPS Brookes Kochi Language Po|icy, Page 3 of 11



LANGUAGE POLICY

Statement of Purpose

The purpose of this document is to outline the iqnguoge poiicy of GPS Brookes Kochi
International School, an 1B World Candidate School providing a giobqi education to students
in the IB Dipiomo Programme in Grades 11 and 12. This poiicy is derived from Brooke's
|onguoge piiiiosopiiy and is a statement of purpose that outlines goois speciiic to |onguoge
ieociiing and |eorning. It is constructed around peoiogogicoi and |eorning beliefs and is,
therefore, also a statement of action describing practices and goois.

Philosophy

ui_onguoge is iniegroi to expioring and sustaining personoi oieveiopmeni, cultural ideniiiy and
intercultural undersionoiing. As well as being the major medium of social communication, it is
iigi’iiiy linked to cognitive grow’rii because it is the process by which meaning and imowiedge
is negoiioieoi and constructed. It is the main tool for buiiding our imowiedge of the universe
and our pioce in it Languoge then, is central to |eorning, as well as to |iierocy, and is thus
cioseiy related to success in school.”

GPS Brookes Kochi believes that effective use of |onguoge is a valuable and necessary life
skill. Longuoge is iniegroi to iiiinidng, |eorning and communicating eﬁ(eciiveiy across time and
cultures. Lomguoge ieorning empowers students fo communicate Jriirougi'i speoking, iisiening,
reoding, viewing, wrifing and expressing. Students must be able to compreiienoi and responoi
knowiedgeobiy and criiicaiiy to what Jriiey read, view and hear. Tiiey must use |omguoge to
learn about icmguoge (me’rqionguoge), to learn Jriirougii |ongu0ge (subject speciiic as well as
Jrrcimoiiscipiinory icmguoge), and to embrace |omguoge as art (literature).

|n’rrooiucing children to different cultures and to alternative ways of expressing themselves
broadens their outlook, giving them the opportunity to communicate eﬁteciiveiy within the
gioboi community through the central role that teachers and parents piqy in icmguage
oieveiopmeni. GPS Brooies Kochi ionguoge programmes enable students to become
articulate, iniernaiionoiiy minded communicators and iiieiong learners.

Practice

The Foiiowing prociices are followed at GPS Brookes Kochi:

Community Language

As in all other sections of the Global Education Trust community, Engiisii is the |onguoge of
instruction within the Dipiomo Progromme at GPS Brookes. It is the common anguage in
which all communication and access to the curriculum occurs. As such, the support and
oieveiopmeni of Engiisii within the school is paramount. Engiisii lan uage ieorning is not
someiiiing that iioppens at a set time with a set teacher, instead it appens across the
oiiscipiines and every teacher is required to model the use of |cmguoge, emphosizing clear and
concise communication.

All assessment with the exception of additional Longuoge A and B courses is conducted in
English as outlined in the GPS Brookes Assessment Poiicy. Repor’ring on Assessments is also
ungerioken in Engiisii, with the exception of Hindi A (if offered in that academic yeor)
where Engiish and Hindi reporis occur for Hindi A.

!'Learning in a |cmguoge other than mother tongue in IB Programmes, 2008. P.]
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LANGUAGE POLICY

All Teachers are Language Teachers

Lcmguoge is central to |eorr1ing. GPS Brookes Kochi believes that all teachers are, in practice,
|onguo e teachers who are responsib|e for o|eve|opir1 |i’rerocy and Foci|i’roﬁng communication.
Trrroug |0nguoge deve|opmen+ and the IB Approacaes to Leorning, students are given the
tools Jrrrey need to interpret the world around them. Language is also a major component in
encouraging urro|ers+or10|ing and tolerance of other culture groups and perspectives.

Language Learning throughout the Global Public School
Within our partner Global Public School (GPS), Eng|isr1 Language in Grades 6 to 8 is JrougrrJr

in confext and addresses the fo“owing strands: speqking and |is+ening, reoding, writing, and
viewing/presenﬁng (media |i+erocy). Instruction is differentiated to meet the needs of
individuals. Lcmguoge Jreorcrring occurs with the undersronding that students bring their own

unique cultural bockgrounds to any new situation.

Students in Grade 9 and 10 follow the Combridge IGCSE Eng|isr1 Longuoge and Literature
programme or the CBSE NCERT Enghsr\ Course.

GPS students also either comp|e+e CBSE or IGCSE Hindi or French second |Qnguoge courses
in Lower high school and Grade 9 and 10.

Language Learning throughout Brookes Schools

\Within the other Brookes schools, all students follow the IB Confinuum Progrommes. Students

entering GPS Brookes Kochi from other Brookes Schools will have comp|e+ed the MYP
Lcmguoge A either in Enghsh or another |omgucrge.

All Brookes students in other Brookes schools also comp|e’re a Languoge B course within their

MYP studies.

Language and admission to the IB Diploma Programme

IB Dip|omo Programme at GPS Brookes Kochi is accessible to all students who can benefit
from the erudy.

Students who progress from GPS or another Brookes school Grade 10 programme into the
Dip|omo Progromme at GPS Brookes Kochi will have the opportunity fo confinue towards
|onguo e deve|opmen+ based on their course selection at IGCSE / CBSE/ MYP or ’rhrougr\
the addition of a School Suppor’red Seh(-TougrrJr Longuage A programme if suitable.
Lcmguoge choice, maintenance and progression are a major focus of the IB Dip|omo Opﬁons

process undertaken during Grade 10.
Students entering the Dip|omo Progromme in Grade 11 are supporred in moking |onguoge
choices during the Qpp|icoﬁon process which are then o|eve|opeo| with the Dip|omo

Coordinator o|urir1g admission. (P|eose see the GPS Brookes Kochi Admission Po|icy)

Placement testing may be required for Enghsr\, Hindi and French, to aid the selection of the
correct level and course. (Figure 1. Language porhwoys to GPS Brookes Kochi.)
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LANGUAGE POLICY

@ Global Public School
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* Brookes Schools

Language pathways towards GPS Brookes Kochi

/Eigure I. Lcmguorge pofﬁwoys to GPS Brookes Kochi

Mother Tongue Language
As an IB World Candidate School, GPS Brookes Kochi recognises the importance of creating

an environment that fosters the o|eve|opmen+, support and maintenance of mother tongue
|omguoge for all learners. Conﬁnuing to develop skills in one’s mother Jrongue reinforces
cultural idenJrier. Families are encouroged to sEqre this belief about mother tongue lan uage
o|eve|opmer1+. We undertake to support our cu|+ur0||y diverse popu|o’rion |oy ocknow|e<?ging
and ce|ebro+ing the importance of maintaining one’s mother tongue in the home and in the
wider g|obo| communify.

GPS Brookes Kochi staff commit to enl'lcmcing our current level of additive mu|+i-|inguo|ism
(where another |onguoge and culture does not rep|oce that of the mother Jrongue). Social
situations and educational opportunities may require different practices.

We endeavour to provide positive social situations for students by:

° Acknow|eo|ging that students may communicate in their mother tongue in appropriate
situations outside of the classroom;

® Encouraging students to use a common |omguoge when mu|ﬁp|e |onguoge speokers
are present;

° Promoﬁng an awareness of the many different |onguoges and cultures of the school.

GPS Brookes Kochi Language Po|icy, Page 6 of N



LANGUAGE POLICY

° Providing opportunities to express themselves in rnu|Jrip|e |onguoges at school.

We strive fo provide positive educational opportunities for students by:

° Exp|oring the possibi|i+y of providing school information on our website in rnu|Jrip|e
|onguoge$

° ConJrinuing efforts to provide |ibrdry resources outside of the |onguoges of instruction;

° Embodying the attributes of the IB Learner Profile, which will be disp|dyed and

e><p|ored in rnu|Jrip|e |onguoges;

° Foci|i+o+ing |eoirning opportunities within the school such as assemblies, cultural
celebrations, international service projects, and outreach programmes;

° U+i|ising the resources of rnu|’ri-|inguo| students and teachers in authentic educational
contexts, for exornp|e, providing Jrr(:1n5|dJring services or We|corning new members to

the GPS Brookes Kochi community;

° |nves’rigo+ing the option of en|iering the support of professiono| translation services
where appropriate;

° Recognising the difference between the unders’rdnding and the articulation of a
concept |oy encouraging students to articulate their ideas (oro||y orin Wri’ring) in their
mother tongue when appropriate;

° ConJrinuing to imp|emenJr g|obo| outreach programmes where students experience
|onguoge and culture in real-world contexts.

School Supported Self Taught Programme

Students at GPS Brookes Kochi may also s’rudy other "mother tongue” Language A subjects
at standard level Jrnrougn the IB scnoo|-suppor’red se|i(-+ougn’r (SSST) option. Students
erudying SSST |onguoges do so under the direct guidonce of the Head of Language A in a
dedicated scheduled support period each week.

W here possi|o|e an outside tutor may also be oppoinJred by GPS Brookes Kochi, under the
direction of the Head of Longuoge A, to allow more authentic assessment of student progress

within the SSST programme.

Library: Learning Resource Centre

The |ibrory provides |onguoge resources for students, staff and the wider GPS Brookes Kochi
community. In addition to providing Eng|isn |onguo e materials, the |ibrdry continues to
acquire resources in the mother tongue |ongugges o?our students. These may include
multimedia resources that are written, visual, oudiJrory and Jrechno|ogico| materials that
support subject specific |i’rerdcy, recreational reoding and adult readers.

Language Profile

GPS Brookes Kochi has a |orge|y Indian student popu|o+ion, Jrnougi’i with many students who
speok another |onguoge at home. Longuoges spoken by students Jrronsferring from Global
Public School, mosﬂy include the local |onguoge of Kerala, Mo|oyo|om or regiono| |onguoges
like - Hindi, Kannada , Tamil. Students entering GPS Brookes Kochi from other Brookes
Schools as well as other schools both in Kerala and g|obo||y may arrive with a diverse mix of

|Ol’igUOg€ bOCkg rou I’]dS.
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LANGUAGE POLICY

Upon enrolment, parents of students from outside of the GPS or Brookes programmes, are
made aware that Eng|is|’1 is the instructional |oinguo e at GPS Brookes Kochi. Prior to
student's admission to schoo|ing at GPS Brookes Kocii, families are asked to provio|e teachers
with information about their child's proficiency in Eng|is|’1 as well as in other |onguoges, if Jr|'iey
are not transitioning from a partner GPS or Brookes programme.

The Eng|is|’1 teachers evaluate student |onguoge levels using entrance assessments
appropriate to students entering the Dip|orno Progromme. Students who are not proficienJr in
Eng|isE when Jrhey opp|y are encouroged to receive additional su port outside of the school in
order fo be successful in the classroom. The |eorning support JreoicEers collaborate with
classroom teachers to provide curricular support when necessary in any subject area.

We recognise that while incoming students may communicate Foir|y proFicienHy in Eng|is|’1,
and word recognition skills and literal comprel’iension of the text are odequoie or are at grode
|eve|, ini(ereniio?ond critical comprehension skills in the Eng|is|’1 |on?uoge may require supporJr.

A specific Eng|is|’1 as a second |onguoge progromme(ESL) is available for these students.

Additional Language Learning

GPS Brookes Kochi provides students with the opportunity to learn one or more additional
|onguoges. Current Jreoicning practices strive fo ne|p students achieve oerirno| levels of
confidence and ﬂuency in Foreign |onguoges. In order to foster balanced skill o|eve|opmenJr in
reoding, writing, |is+ening and speoking, programmes include |inguis+ico||y rich supjed matter
and resources.

Diploma Programme (DP)

In the Dip|orno Progromme, there is a focus on the acquisition and enhancement of |onguoge
skills across the curriculum. Students are required to enroll in six subjects selected from set
groups and in a Theory of Know|eo|ge course from the IB Dip|omo Core (Tneory of
Know|edge, Creativity Action and Service and Extended Essoy) to ensure that Jrney deve|op
skills in a o|iversi+y of discip|ines. Each group focuses on the o|e\/e|opmen+ of |onguoge skills

appropriate to the subjects within the group.

Diploma Subjects and Language teaching

By integrating |onguoge info every aspect of the curriculum, GPS Brookes Kochi is Jreoci'iing
students the importance of culture, diversiiy, and sensitivity towards others, which in turn
enhances their persono| groerh, cognitive development, and facilitates international
undersionding. Through the strong empnosis on language, the school's goo| is to foster a o|eep
undersionding about anguage and communication.

W hile the |onguoge of instruction in the Dip|orno Progromrne is Eng|isn, the curriculum
ernpl’iosis is on communication and the links |onguoge can make. Subject teachers are
requireo| within their p|onning to c|eve|op possibi|i+ies for those links to be nigHigHed and
fostered.

Teachers offer concepiuo“y based programmes that takes the lan uage needs of the students
into account. All teachers are required to attend professiono| deveE’)pmenJr and to be
responsi|o|e for ensuring individual |onguoge o|eve|opmen’r is considered when carrying out
curriculum p|onning.

Effective |onguoge skills are essential as students are requireo| to communicate, ono|yse and
reflect both verbo”y and in writing. Students are expecied to be able to convey their ideas in

a comprehensive manner. Deve|oprnen+ of su|ojech specii(ic research and writing skills are

GPS Brookes Kochi Language Po|icy, Page 8 of N



LANGUAGE POLICY

iougiii in each of the other subject groups. Written and oral communications are empiigsised

in the Arts, the Individuals and Societies, and the Science groups.

In order to facilitate transition between curricula, students entering the Progromme are

expecied to undergo an Engiisii Bridging Programme at the start of Year 11. (Please see the
GPS Brookes Kochi Admission Poiicy for further details.)

During the programme of siudy, we recognize the diversiiy in proiiciency of |gr1guoge skills
and reguioriy consider the criteria used for |cmguci e assessment for formative an

summative assessments. Formative assessments allow edriy intervention and piorming of
differentiated strategies and ’rdrgeis to iieip students deveiop their skills. 2 Assessments follows

a ferm wise reporting cycie to share feedback on igngugge deveiopmeni and progress of the

student. (Please see the GPS Brookes Kochi Assessment Poiicy)

GPS Brookes Kochi also endeavors to remove all barriers to student |eorr1ir1g by ddopiing
inclusive arrangements as required Jriirougii the programme of siudy. (Please see the GPS
Brookes Kochi Inclusive Education poiicy

GPS Brookes Kochi upiioids the principie of Academic |r1+egri’ry. i:gcuiiy and Students are
ej)ecied to role model sound academic proc’rices in |or1guoge iegciiing and ieorning and

adopt the MLA format and citation siyie Jriirougi’ioui their |onguoge writing expectations.

Language A (Group 1): Studies in Language and Literature

This level is for a fluent |dr1guoge user, siudying in his or her most competent |or1guoge. This
is normoiiy the |omgugge of the environment to which the student has been exposed from an
egriy age or for an extended period. Students siudy |i’rerory texts and demonstrate omoiy’ricoi

skills in Wri’ririg and speoking.

In the Lgngugge A programme, there is an empiiosis on the acquisition of oral and written
skills and on onoiyiicoi and critical Jriiougiii. This is occompiisiied via the study of works that
reflect diversiiy in genre, time period and culture. Assessment is Jriirougii a z)rmgi
examination, and an Internal Assessment.

Most students in the Diploma Progrom siudy Engiisii A Ldnguoge and Literature at either
iiigher or standard |evei:.) If required in the future GPS Brookes KOCi’ii, will also offer Hindi A

Literature.

School Supported Self Taught Programme

Students are encouroged to maintain their cultural first igngugge where possibie. This is
facilitated ihrougii the option of students being able to siudy Language A subjects as School
Supporied Self Tougiii (SSST) Programmes. Where the option of siudying a icmgugge
Jriirougii SSST, students will seii-siudy that |onguoge with support from the Lcmguoge A
deporimen’r and where possiioie and appropriate within the generoi requlations of the IB
Dipiomo Progrdmme, with additional out of school support direciiy in ’r?woi Ldnguoge.

Admission to SSST is made in agreement with the School, Student and Parent. (For
additional clarification piegse see the GPS Brookes Kochi Admissions Poiicy.)

IBDP Language A as an Additional Language

GPS Brookes Kochi recognises that many international students are “3rd Culture” and as such

may be proiicieni in more than one |onguoge in Group ] Ldnguoge A. Students who fit this

2 Guidelines for deveioping a school icmgucrge poiicy, 2008. P.4
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LANGUAGE POLICY

profi|e may opt to erudy two Longuoge A courses from within those offered for that
porﬁcu|or examination session or from those that can be supporJred by SSST. These students
would not be required to take an additional Languoge B and would be e|igi|o|e for a Bi|ingu0|
Dip|omo.

Additional Language Learning in the DP
Language B (Group 2): Language Acquisition

\‘Leorning in more than one |onguoge is considered essential fo an infernational education and
for enriching intercultural undersfqnding" 3

IB provides a variety of options for individuals to attain credit for their Longuoge B
requirement. Students at GPS Brookes Kochi may choose to take courses in French and
Hindi. French is offered at the ab initio standard level, Jrhrough Pamoja Education. French B is
available to students with prior know|eo|ge of the French |onguoge Jrhrough studies within
GPS or other Brookes programmes prior fo entry to GPS Brookes Kochi. Students entering
GPS Brookes Kochi with no previous experience of French or Hindi would be required to take
French ab initio, to comp|e+e the full IB Dip|omo Progromme.

All students in the full Dip|omo Progromme are expeded to comp|e+e second |onguoge
(Languoge B or an additional Longuoge A) erudy. Students Jroking the full Dip|omo

Progromme, must continue the stu y of a second |ongque in one of the fo||owing ways:

DP Language B higher level or standard level (for |onguoge learners who have had three or
more years of experience with the |ongu0ge): Students learn to communicate eﬁ(ecﬁve|y ina
number of situations, from everycloy exchonges to |i+erory texts. In this way Jrhey deve|op
mastery of |onguoge skills.

DP Language ab initio (ab) standard level (for a begirmer who has little or no experience of
the |ongu0 e): Students gain a basic level of communication based on everydoy exchonges
and prescri%ed situations.

Students erudying for Dip|omo Progromme Courses are encouroged to either continue
previous |cmguoge erudy or erudy a |0nguoge offered at ab initio.

Language and our community.

W hile the |onguoge of instruction ot GPS Brookes Kochi is Enghsh, the community speok
many different |onguoges. As such GPS Brookes Kochi embraces this o|iversier. However, in
the undersfonding of a holistic community, Eng|ish is the |onguoge of all communication
across the school.

Students and wider community are encouroged to be inclusive of all around them as
opprcgoriofe. Use of other |0nguoges is therefore Fu“y permissib|e as |ong as o|oing so does not

exclude anyone from that communication.

3 Towards a continuum of international education, 2008, P. 25.

GPS Brookes Kochi Language Po|icy, Page 10 of T



LANGUAGE POLICY

Communication with parents

All programme wide communication with parents is conducted in Eng|is|’1. W here required
for ease of communication Mo|oyo|om and Hindi translation is available at school events.

Sharing our Language policy

The Lcmguoge |oo|icy is shared with all stakeholders ’rhrough our website. During the
admissions and opﬁons process the Lomguoge Po|icy forms a central role in p|ocemen+ and
subject choices within the Dip|omo Programme. As such the Language |oo|icy is shared with

both students at parents during admissions and options.

In Conclusion

This |Qnguoge |oo|icy has been o|eve|opeo| in consultation with Foctu, administration, parents
and board members representing all constituents of GPS Brookes Kochi School. It is a
statement of purpose that outlines goo|s spech(ic to |onguoge Jre(:1chir1g and learning. As our
programmes evo|ve, ospeds of this po|icy will require revision. This is a dynomic Agocumerﬁr
that will undergo periodic review to ensure that it remains a relevant school-wide |onguoge

po|icy for GPS Brookes Kochi School.

Reviewing the Language Policy

GPS Brookes Kochi recognises that it is imporfant to remain abreast with the best international

|eorning practices. With this in mind, the Longuoge po|icy will be reviewed on a yeor|y basis.

GPS Brookes Kochi Language Policy

Established: January 2019; Reviewed DP SMT - April 2019; Updated - May/June 2019;
Reviewed by faculty: July 2019, October 2019

Implementation: November 2019

Review yearly from August 2020

Review of the |onguoge po|icy is comp|e+e Jrhrough collaborative input of Lomguoge foctu
and whole Foctu under the guidomce of the Dip|omo Progromme Coordinator.
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