INCLUSIVE EDUCATION POLICY
2020-21




INCLUSIVE EDUCATION POLICY

Inclusivity and GPS Brookes Kochi Values. ........cousssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasas 4
What is inclusive education at GPS Brookes Kochi: ... 4
Inclusive practice at GPS BROOKES KOCHLI .....cieeerseeseeseesssssseessssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseses 6
Access to learning support within GPS Brookes KOCH......coeeeeesersessesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns 6
L0 (T4 L0 F e\ 9
L0704 100 L]0 T o, 9
Inclusive ASSeSSMENt ATTANGEIMEILS ...cccuuuieisrsssmsmsmsssesssssssssssssssssssssssssss st s s AE AR SR SRS AR AR A e A AR R SRR R AR R AR AR AR RS 9
Applying for Inclusive ASS@SSIMENt AITANZEIMENLES. .....vcureeureseersreesseeseesssesssesssessssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss 10
2o 1R To la (o Totbhaa =) o L (o) o NPT 11
SHARING OUR POLICY ....ceuiiiieiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiieeireeiineirneirnssiiesiisessrsessrssssrasssrsssssnsssenssssnss 11

GPS Brookes Kochi Inclusive Education Policy, Page 2 of 11
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§ Brookes
y Education Group

VISION:

A world of self-confident |h(e|ong learners connected and inspired to |'19||o others.

MISSION:

Students are suppor’red in a caring environment and given opportunities to learn about themselves
and to take action in areas in which Jr|’1ey are passionate. Our students and teachers come from
diverse bockgrounds and we connect g|obo||y with our other campuses fo learn about the world,
from the world. We inspire and teach students about g|obo| issues |oy connecting ideas and stories
|oco||y. We strive to use our environment as a tool and a canvas for |eorning and action.

VALUES
Through |eoo|ers|’1i|o c|’10||enges and opportunities, we he|p students discover their passion, deve|op

their character, and understand their connection to others and society. We espouse creafivity, build
character and deve|op connections to deliver excepﬂono| educational |eorning experiences.
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INCLUSIVITY AND GPS BROOKES KOCHI VALUES.

Tl’]rough our joint GPS and Brookes missions, as a school we are clﬁorged with creating and
educational experience that “serve(s) each student's unique academic, physico/ & emotional
needs’. An education that “must be child-centered” where “students are supporfed in a caring
environment. Through this our aim is to enable all of our students to become “self-confident
/ife/ong learners”.

As a Jrru|y holistic school GPS Brookes Kochi, celebrates the o|i\/ersi+y within our whole
community and recognizes each member of that community as an individual with unique
attributes. This is achieved in a supportive educational setting as part of an involved wider

Jrriong|e of School, Student and Fomi|y.

Throughoqu the Dip|omo Progromme, GPS Brookes Kochi promotes the guiding princip|es

within the IB Learner Profile as the foundation that allows each student to succeed in mu|+ip|e

ways.
Princip|eo| |nquirer Communicator Open-Minded Risk-Taker
Balanced Reflective Thinker Know|edgeob|e quing

WHAT IS INCLUSIVE EDUCATION AT GPS BROOKES KOCHI:

The IB defines Inclusive education as:

Inclusion is an ongoing process that aims to increase access and eﬂgagememL in /eorning for

all students by ic/enfifying and removing barriers!
And is centered in the Fo||owing undersfonding of what an IB education is

At the centre of international education in the IB are students oged 3 to 19 with their own
/eorning sfy/es, sfrengfhs and Cho//enges. Students of all ages come to school with
combinations of unique and shared patterns of values, lmow/edge and experience of the
world and their p/oce in it2

As such GPS Brookes Kochi believes that inclusive education is a process that meets the needs
of the student body as individuals within their own unique experience.

! “Learning diversity and Inclusion in IB Programmes” International Baccalaureate 2016: Updated
2018, p2. https://resources.ibo.org/ib/topic/Inclusive-education/resource/11162-

38434/data/d x_senxx_csn 1601 2 e.pdf

2 "What is an IB education? - International Baccalaureate." 2013.
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
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This includes but is not limited to:

e Students with o |eorning access requirements, inc|uo|ing ocodemico”y ghored as well as
those experiencing academic diffictu

e Students with talents beyond the classroom

e Students with Eng|is|’1 as an Additional Language

e Students from varying socio-economic setfings

e Students with diverse persono| or cultural bockgrounds or re|igious aoffiliations
e Students with a combination of equity and o|i\/ersi+y needs.

e Gender equity

Inclusive education at GPS Brookes Kochi is aimed at supporting the individual student to

reach a variety of poJrenJrio|s within the educational setting of the Dip|omo Progromme.
This is articulated |oy the whole school community Jrhrough:

Recogniﬁon and value of diversi’ry as central to de\/e|oping international mindedness
Recogniﬁon that differenﬁoﬁng the |eorning experience for each student is essential to
ochieving |eorning goo|s for students.

Acknow|eo|gemen+ of the importance of school, student, Fomi|y and community as a
collaboration that leads to student success.

GPS Brookes Kochi, believes very errong|y that the under|ying princip|es of inclusion within the
ethos of the IB integrate s+rong|y with these princip|es:

“Inclusion is an orgonizoh'onct/ porodigm that involves c/wnge. Itis a continual process of
increasing /eoming and participation for all students. [t addresses /eorning support
requirements and questions the broader objecﬁves of education, the nature of pec/ogogy,
curriculum and assessment. It is an educational opprooch to which all schools should aspire.

Inclusion is facilitated in a culture of collaboration, mutual respect, support and prob/em-
so/ving invo/ving the whole school comrm,lr)ify.“3

W hile GPS Brookes Kochi, s+rong|y believes in the IB position that “Learner voriobi/ify upho/ds
that categorizing students occording to diognosﬁc labels (ADHD, dys/exio, and so on) does
not provic/e sound indicators of a student's pofenfio/ or appropriate feoching sfrofegies."“, it
may be useful to understand how a range of consideration for |eorning exist. The IB has
pub|isheo| useful document that while primqri|y intended for teachers provides useful advice in

3 “Learning diversity and Inclusion in IB Programmes” International Baccalaureate 2016: Updated
2018, p2. https://resources.ibo.org/ib/topic/Inclusive-education/resource/11162-
38434/data/d x_senxx_csn 1601 2 e.pdf

4 “Learning diversity and Inclusion in IB Programmes” International Baccalaureate 2016: Updated
2018, p3. https://resources.ibo.org/ib/topic/Inclusive-education/resource/11162-
38434/data/d x_senxx_csn 1601 2 e.pdf
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highhghﬁng and exp|oining a range of barriers and some possib|e strategies that can be used
to overcome these barrier. As the |B point out ‘Please note these are suggestions on/y and
are intended to assist you in consic]ering all barriers to Iearning. It is not an exhaustive list
and does not constitute professional or diagnosﬁc advice.”

Barriers included but are not restricted to:

Attention deficit disorder/attention deficit hyperoc’rivi’ry disorder (ADD/ADHD)
Autism

Dysco|cu|io

Dys|exio 19

Dysproxio—deve|opmen+o| coordination difficulties (DCD), motor |eorning difficulties
Gifted and talented or excepﬁono”y able

Heoring impoirmenJr/deofness

Medical conditions/chronic illness

Mental health issues

Physico| disabilities

Speech, |omgu0ge and communication needs (SLCN)

Visual impairment

Please refer to Meeting student learning diversity in the classroom (IBO, 2013), shared
o|ongsio|e this |oo|icy on our website (LINK TO BE INCLUDED)

INCLUSIVE PRACTICE AT GPS BROOKES KOCHI

As outlined above, inclusive practice is designed around the individual student within the
educational setting of the school and the Dip|omo Progrqmme. This practice begins with the
admissions process where Jroking the time to build a fit, where both, the student can thrive,
and the school can provide suitable support and resources is essential. Therefore access to the
programmes is open fo all students who can benefit from and be supporJred Jrhrough a

|eorning journey at GPS Brookes Kochi.(P|eose see the GPS Brookes Kochi Admission Po|icy.)
GPS BROOKES KOCH]I provides students with an educational experience, where “we /1e/p
students discover their passion, deve/op their character, and understand their connection to

others and sociefy“.

During admissions all students are assessed to gauge whether or not GPS Brookes Kochi can

meet the individual needs of that student.

ACCESS TO LEARNING SUPPORT WITHIN GPS BROOKES KOCHI

At admissions and if idenfified later

GPS Brookes Kochi , builds on the Individual Education Programmes o|reqo|y in p|oce within
the other GET institutions and the Key Centre Progrommes that are a facet of all Brookes

SCl’]OO|S.
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Figure 1, below outlines the support process within GPS Brookes Kochi.
|nc|usivi+y within the Jrouthr curriculum

"Teoclﬁing is inclusive and values diversify. It affirms students' identities, and aims to create
/eorning opportunities that enable every student to deve/op and pursue appropriate persono/
goo/s.

Grounded in confemporory educational reseorch, the IB's .... five opprooches to /eorning
guic/e and focus educators and students in IB World Schools. They p/oy a crucial role in

ensuring that the aspirations of an IB education become a rect/ify in the classroom.”®

“the unc/erpinning princip/e is that assessment is a part of /eorm’ng and feochingué

GPS Brookes Kochi uses student assessment to not on|y report on student attainment but also
determine prior know|edge, idenﬁfy gaps in know|edge and monitor o|eve|opmen+ Jrhrough
formative assessment that informs Jrec;ching of each student. (Refer to the GPS Brookes Kochi
Assessment Po|icy for further guidonce)

GPS Brookes Kochi supports students for whom Eng|ish is an additional |onguoge Jr|'1roug|’1
both the Key Centre Progromme and within the curriculum Jrl'lrougl’] differentiation.

W hilst students entering GPS Brookes Kochi are almost en’rire|y first working |Qnguoge
Enghsh, were students do enter the programme requiring additional support for academic
Enghsh, this provision is met Jrhrough the Key Centre structure and is individualised of each
student. The curriculum also builds progression for all students Jrhrough differentiation of tasks
to support students in meeting and eerending persono| expectations, inc|uo|ing academic

honeery. (GPS Brookes Kochi, Academic Honesty Po|icy)

GPS Brookes Kochi deve|ops the capacity in each student, to learn how to learn, Jrhrough the

Approocl'\es to Leorning skills embedded in each Dip|omo Progromme course.

5 "What is an IB education? - International Baccalaureate." 2013.
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
6 “Access and inclusion policy” - International Baccalaureate. 2018, p1.
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Figure I: Key Centre Student Suppor+ Pa+|1ways.

GPS BROOKES KOCHI
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GPS Brookes Kochi Jrhrough cooperation with parents he|ps deve|op wider educational support
if required beyond the resources o|irec+|y available in school under the umbrella of the Key

Centre Coordinator.

GPS Brookes Kochi supports and imp|emer1’rs inclusive assessment arrangements for students
identified as r\oving assessment access requirements. Access arrangements are in line with the
current IB Guidance and reviewed regu|0r|y.

GPS Brookes Kochi Foctu create authentic opportunities for students to o|eve|0|o local
connections and enrich the curriculum Jrhrougr\ a curriculum framed within our own unique
setting and the wider Brookes schools.

GPS Brookes Kochi provides opportunity for students to make choices based on their
errenngrrs, need, interests and possib|e future poJrrrs.

RECOGNIZING NEED
Teachers ot GPS Brookes Kochi are supporred by Key Centre Coordinator in recognizing

when students may have |eorr1ir1g need requirements. As in Figure 1, the process is initiated
by concerns raised by, foctu, parents or the student themselves. However often subjed
teachers are the first to notice these concerns.

At the start of each academic year the Key Centre Coordinator runs Workshops for foctu, in
undersronding the provision and process of inclusive education at GPS Brookes Kochi. This is
also suppor’red |oy spech(ic [nSet o|uring the year where the Key Centre Coordinator and

Principo| will focus on specific areas of inc|usivi+y procﬁce.

CONFIDENTIALITY

GPS Brookes Kochi, treats all information about a student as confidential. If required,
information will or1|y be shared with members of the Foctu and Key Centre team, to ensure
appropriate support for each student is in p|oce and available. Where students are at risk of
physico|, psycho|ogico| or sexual horm, information will be shared with relevant bodies in
accordance with all |ego| requirements.

INCLUSIVE ASSESSMENT ARRANGEMENTS

GPS Brookes Kochi follows the guio|e|ir1es of the International Baccalaureate with regord
assess entitlement and arrangements for all formal assessments. Regu|o’rions around access

are provio|eo| to parents and students o|uring the process of iclenﬁfying need.

W here a student with access in one programme within the wider GPS Communiry moves to
GPS Brookes, IB Dip|om0 Progromme, continued o|io|ogue between school, parent and student
ensures that all information is pertinent to the individual. (ref, Fig. 1)

Where a student is identified as requiring Inclusive Assessment Arrongemen’rs (IAA), The
Principo|, Dip|omo Progromme Coordinator and Key Centre Coordinator work with the
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individual student and parents to understand the need, provision and imp|emen+o+ion of the
IAA. The programme coordinator also works with foctu as a whole to ensure that access
arrangements are opp|ied during the Jrouthr curriculum and are therefore part of the process
of Formative and Summative assessment. (refer to the GPS Brookes Kochi, Assessment Po|icy

for further guidonce)

Once identified as part of a student’s Individual Assessment Plan (IAP), the coordinator
Working with foctu ensures the possibih’ry for the student to practise use of any suggeered
access arrangements Jrhrot,lgl'lou’r the programme. This prior use of arrangements he||os guide
the coordinator in o|e\/e|opir1g the spech(ic request for each individual student within the
specific requirements of the programme. A student’s |AP may form part of or be separate

from any Personal Support Plan (PSP), based on the needs of each individual student

Supporﬁng documentation both within school and from outside consultation as well as official
access allowance documentation is recorded and held both by the school registrar and
programme coordinator.

W here a student is identified as requiring access arrangements prior to entering a
programme, the programme coordinator will work with parent, student and foctu to
o|eve|op initial support strategies prior fo entfry to the programme.

APPLYING FOR INCLUSIVE ASSESSMENT ARRANGEMENTS

“The purpose of inclusive access arrangements is to remove or reduce, as far as possilo|e, any
disodvonJroge that may occur due to the student's |eorning support requirements. Under no
circumstances should it give the student an odvon’roge."7

Not all inclusive assessment arrangements require a request to the IB to imp|emen+.
Exomp|es of access arrangements that do not require prior authorization are:

Rest breaks

Use of a separate room

Clarification of examination directions

Colour naming (for students with colour blindness)

|mp|emen+oﬁon of arrangements not requiring authorization is at the discretion of the
Dip|omo Progromme Coordinator and orromged Jrhrough consultation with student support,

the student and parents.

W here access arrangements require prior authorization |oy the IB, a request for inclusive
assessment arrangement must be submitted by the Dip|omo Progromme Coordinator on
behalf of the student o|irec+|y to the IB. App|icoﬁons must be submitted by 15th of November

preceding the Moy session in which the examinations fake p|oce.

7 “Access and inclusion policy” - International Baccalaureate. 2018, p8.
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REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

All opp|ico+ions for inclusive assessment arrangement two forms of supporting documentation.

e A psycho|ogic0|/psycho-eo|ucoﬁono|/meo|ico| reporJr or evidence from a |ongu0ge test
for additional |onguoge learners.

e FEducational evidence from the school.

Exomp|es of access arrangement that require prior authorization are:
Access to additional time

Access to modification in presentation

Sign |Qnguoge interpreters

Scribe

All request for inclusive assessment arrangement are de\/e|oped from the current
requirements of each students need and must reflect their normal way of Working.

SHARING OUR POLICY

The GPS Brookes Inclusive Education Po|icy is shared with the whole GPS Brookes community

e|ec+ronico||y and is available on the website.

During Opﬁons and Admissions, a copy of the po|icy is given to parents and students as part
of the admissions pock. Each Fomi|y within their admissions interview is made aware of the
GPS Brookes Kochi student support service - Key Centre, and at that time Inclusive provision

is explained.
P

First draft - May 2019
Reviewed _ June 2019, October 2019

|mp|emen+eo| - November 2019.
Then yeor|y from Auguer 20920. Review of GPS Brookes Inclusive Education Po|icy will be

reviewed |oy the Key Centre team, DP administration and Foctu at the start of each

academic year.
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